V. THE SELF-TAUGHT PRODIGY.

vhy of it. (< My child, how long are you
.0 steal into the house by the back door
md eat stale food like this? If you apply
yourself to studies as your brother directs,
you need not suffer like this; if you stoop
earnestly to learning, you can be one with
us, the darling of our love and affection.
See, to-day so many feasted themselves
here and you, a member of the house,
have to eat the late stale food like this! n
Moved by these words of love and sym-
pathy, Ramalinga answered resolutely:

u My mother, I shall study; only give me
a room upstairs, and a mirror". Whatever
he asked was at once granted and the boy
shut himself all day long into the room.
What was he doing ? Studying, pouring
over books ? That was the fond impression
of the household. But our saint was
meditating upon Lord Shanmuga and
upon his chosen Master Jnanasambanda
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